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Should Wolves Be Reintroduced into Ireland?
By Faith Jones

i
e, R —




Background =

What did Ireland used to look like?




Early Ireland and Wolves

Wolves recorded in Ireland as early

as 655 AD (Wild Ireland)
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It is estimated that around 1600, areas could

have supported a population of 400 to 600
wolves (Hickey, 2003)




Early Ireland and Wolves

Export of wolf skins in the 1500s (Hickey, 2003)

In the 1650s legislation and bounties were put in

place to kill off wolves (Mac Connell, 2009)
The last wolf was killed in 1786 (Wild Ireland)




Current
Ireland

What does Ireland look like
without wolves?




Deer Population

The number of deer shot during hunting

season has risen to 40,000 in some years

(Cassidy, 2021)
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An increase in Lyme disease could be
attributed to the increasing deer population
(Maguire, 2022)

Reintroducing wolves would help control
these deer populations, some of which are

invasive (McHugh, 2022)



Current Control Methods

© National deer cull (Wild Ireland)

« Deer fences around vegetation are often

damaged (Murray, 2022)




Impacts

What would Ireland look like with wolves?




Benefits

Prevent overgrazing and maintain a
healthy ecosystem (O’Connor, 2019)

Restore biodiversity and improve

carbon sequestration (Baraniuk, 2021)




Concerns

Critics say there is no wild place large enough
to reintroduce wolves (O'Connor, 2019)
The reintroduction of wolves raises concerns for

human and livestock safety (Baraniuk, 2021)




Public Perception

“they’d all be shot” -The Green Party
Minister of State for Land Use and
Biodiversity

“undermine existing conservation
programmes.” -The Minister for Culture,

Heritage, and the Gaeltacht




Potential
Methods

How could wolves be reintroduced into
the country?
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Studies

e In Yellowstone, the reintroduction of wolves is

considered to be a success (National Park Service)

e A study found management tactics
o Reduce livestock depredation

o Increase deer prey kills (Murphey et al., 2023)




Potential Locations

- T e
Glenveagh

Killarney

Mountains



Conclusion

Current population control methods for deer in Ireland are generally not working
The reintroduction of wolves in other locations has been considered a success

By using management plans and continuing reforestation efforts, the reintroduction of
wolves would be beneficial for Ireland

.~‘," 0
,‘l‘ :‘;/{ % m

S
-

»




Sources

“Bring Back Wolves to Get Ireland’s Exploding Deer Numbers under Control, Urges Park Owner.” 2022.
Independent.le. November 10, 2022.
https://www.independent.ie/news/bring-back-wolves-to-get-irelands-exploding-deer-numbers-under-control-urges-park-owner/
42132937.html.

Brophy, Daragh. 2019. “Almost 250 Years after the Last Native Wolf Was Killed, Is Ireland Ready for the Debate about
Bringing Them Back?” TheJournal.le. October 1, 2019.
https://www.thejournal.ie/is-ireland-ready-to-reintroduce-wolves-ireland-2029-podcast-4761981-Oct2019/.

“Call to Bring Back Wolves in Ireland Rejected.” 2019. The Irish News. October 2, 2019.
https://www.irishnews.com/news/northernirelandnews/2019/10/02/news/call-to-bring-back-wolves-in-ireland-rejected-1727504
L.

“Curse of Cromwell Extended to Ireland’s Wolf Population.” n.d. The Irish Times. Accessed February 27, 2024.
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/curse-of-cromwell-extended-to-ireland-s-wolf-population-1.769291.

Dublin, Trinity College. n.d. “Ireland Has Lost Almost All of Its Native Forests — Here’s How to Bring Them Back.” Accessed
February 28, 2024.
https://www.tcd.ie/news_events/articles/2023/ireland-has-lost-almost-all-of-its-native-forests--heres-how-to-bring-them-back/.
Ginsberg, J. R. 1994. “Captive Breeding, Reintroduction and the Conservation of Canids.” In Creative Conservation:
Interactive Management of Wild and Captive Animals, edited by P. J. S. Olney, G. M. Mace, and A. T. C. Feistner, 365-83.
Dordrecht: Springer Netherlands. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-94-011-0721-1_20.

“Ireland on Alert for ‘zombie’ Disease That Attacks Deer’s Brains.” 2019. Independent.le. March 3, 2019.
https://www.independent.ie/irish-news/ireland-on-alert-for-zombie-disease-that-attacks-deers-brains/37872637.html.
“Ireland’s Deer Population ‘Increasing in Range and Numbers.” n.d. Accessed February 15, 2024.
https://www.farmersjournal.ie/news/news/ireland-s-deer-population-increasing-in-range-and-numbers-611324.

“Irish Deer to Be Culled, Says Minister.” n.d. Accessed February 16, 2024. https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/clwpe58gr78o.
Kuijper, D. P. J., M. Churski, A. Trouwborst, M. Heurich, C. Smit, G. I. H. Kerley, and J. P. G. M. Cromsigt. 2019. “Keep the
Wolf from the Door: How to Conserve Wolves in Europe’s Human-Dominated Landscapes?” Biological Conservation 235
(July): 102—11. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.biocon.2019.04.004.



https://www.independent.ie/news/bring-back-wolves-to-get-irelands-exploding-deer-numbers-under-control-urges-park-owner/42132937.html
https://www.independent.ie/news/bring-back-wolves-to-get-irelands-exploding-deer-numbers-under-control-urges-park-owner/42132937.html
https://www.independent.ie/news/bring-back-wolves-to-get-irelands-exploding-deer-numbers-under-control-urges-park-owner/42132937.html
https://www.thejournal.ie/is-ireland-ready-to-reintroduce-wolves-ireland-2029-podcast-4761981-Oct2019/
https://www.thejournal.ie/is-ireland-ready-to-reintroduce-wolves-ireland-2029-podcast-4761981-Oct2019/
https://www.irishnews.com/news/northernirelandnews/2019/10/02/news/call-to-bring-back-wolves-in-ireland-rejected-1727504/
https://www.irishnews.com/news/northernirelandnews/2019/10/02/news/call-to-bring-back-wolves-in-ireland-rejected-1727504/
https://www.irishnews.com/news/northernirelandnews/2019/10/02/news/call-to-bring-back-wolves-in-ireland-rejected-1727504/
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/curse-of-cromwell-extended-to-ireland-s-wolf-population-1.769291
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/curse-of-cromwell-extended-to-ireland-s-wolf-population-1.769291
https://www.tcd.ie/news_events/articles/2023/ireland-has-lost-almost-all-of-its-native-forests--heres-how-to-bring-them-back/
https://www.tcd.ie/news_events/articles/2023/ireland-has-lost-almost-all-of-its-native-forests--heres-how-to-bring-them-back/
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-94-011-0721-1_20
https://www.independent.ie/irish-news/ireland-on-alert-for-zombie-disease-that-attacks-deers-brains/37872637.html
https://www.independent.ie/irish-news/ireland-on-alert-for-zombie-disease-that-attacks-deers-brains/37872637.html
https://www.farmersjournal.ie/news/news/ireland-s-deer-population-increasing-in-range-and-numbers-611324
https://www.farmersjournal.ie/news/news/ireland-s-deer-population-increasing-in-range-and-numbers-611324
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/clwpe58gr78o
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.biocon.2019.04.004

Sources

“Launch of Deer Management Strategy Group Report.” 2023. December 6, 2023.
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/e2309-deer-management-strategy-group-report-launched/.

McHugh, Connell. n.d. “Reintroduction of Lynx and Wolves Could Help with Invasive Deer in Ireland, New Research Finds.”
The Irish Post. Accessed February 27, 2024.
https://www.irishpost.com/news/reintroduction-of-lynx-and-wolves-could-help-with-invasive-deer-in-ireland-new-research-finds
-235847.

McLaughlin, Killian. 2023. “To Cull or Not to Cull: A Necessary Evil or an Ecological Disaster in the Making -.” Wild Ireland |
Wildlife Park (blog). April 13, 2023.
https://wildireland.org/our-journal/animal-stories/to-cull-or-not-to-cull-a-necessary-evil-or-an-ecological-disaster-in-the-making/

Murphy, Kilian, Adam Smith, Holly English, Virginia Morera-Pujol, Adam Kane, Andrew Jackson, and Simone Ciuti. 2023.
GIS-Integrated Agent-Based Simulations to Model Wolf Reintroduction Management Scenarios in Ireland.
https://doi.org/10.22541/au.169070953.36409085/v1.

O’Connor, Rachael. n.d. “Calls for Wolves to Be Reintroduced to Ireland 250 Years after They Were Hunted to Extinction.”
The Irish Post. Accessed February 15, 2024.
https://www.irishpost.com/news/calls-wolves-reintroduced-ireland-250-years-hunted-extinction-172073.

Park, Mailing Address: PO Box 168 Yellowstone National, and WY 82190-0168 Phone: 307-344-7381 Contact Us. n.d. “Gray
Wolf - Yellowstone National Park (U.S. National Park Service).” Accessed March 1, 2024.
https://www.nps.gov/yell/learn/nature/wolves.htm.

Raynor, Jennifer L., Corbett A. Grainger, and Dominic P. Parker. 2021. “Wolves Make Roadways Safer, Generating Large
Economic Returns to Predator Conservation.” Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 118 (22): e2023251118.
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2023251118.

“Road Traffic Accidents Involving Deer — Humane Deer Dispatch Scheme | Irish Deer Commission.” n.d. Accessed February
15, 2024. http://irishdeercommission.ie/latest-news/road-traffic-accidents-deer/.

Sands, Dara. 2022. “Dewilding ‘Wolf-Land’: Exploring the Historical Dimensions of Human-Wildlife Conflict and Coexistence in
Ireland.” Conservation & Society 20 (3): 257—67.



https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/e2309-deer-management-strategy-group-report-launched/
https://www.gov.ie/en/press-release/e2309-deer-management-strategy-group-report-launched/
https://www.irishpost.com/news/reintroduction-of-lynx-and-wolves-could-help-with-invasive-deer-in-ireland-new-research-finds-235847
https://www.irishpost.com/news/reintroduction-of-lynx-and-wolves-could-help-with-invasive-deer-in-ireland-new-research-finds-235847
https://www.irishpost.com/news/reintroduction-of-lynx-and-wolves-could-help-with-invasive-deer-in-ireland-new-research-finds-235847
https://wildireland.org/our-journal/animal-stories/to-cull-or-not-to-cull-a-necessary-evil-or-an-ecological-disaster-in-the-making/
https://wildireland.org/our-journal/animal-stories/to-cull-or-not-to-cull-a-necessary-evil-or-an-ecological-disaster-in-the-making/
https://doi.org/10.22541/au.169070953.36409085/v1
https://doi.org/10.22541/au.169070953.36409085/v1
https://www.irishpost.com/news/calls-wolves-reintroduced-ireland-250-years-hunted-extinction-172073
https://www.irishpost.com/news/calls-wolves-reintroduced-ireland-250-years-hunted-extinction-172073
https://www.nps.gov/yell/learn/nature/wolves.htm
https://www.nps.gov/yell/learn/nature/wolves.htm
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2023251118
https://doi.org/10.1073/pnas.2023251118
http://irishdeercommission.ie/latest-news/road-traffic-accidents-deer/

Sources

“The Greystones Guide | Hungry Like The Wolf.” 2015. The Greystones Guide (blog). July 12, 2015.
https://www.greystonesguide.ie/hungry-like-the-wolf/.

“Wayback Machine.” 2014. March 25, 2014.
https://web.archive.org/web/20140325161025/http://www.nuigalway.ie/geography/documents/wolf.pdf.

Weston, Phoebe. 2022. “Bringing Back the Wolf — and Other Animals.” Irish Examiner. June 23, 2022.
https://www.irishexaminer.com/lifestyle/outdoors/arid-40902095.html.

“What Would a Truly Wild Ireland Look Like?” n.d. Accessed February 27, 2024.
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20210211-rewilding-can-ireland-regrow-its-wilderness.

White, Cian. 2016. “Reintroductions in Ireland: Restoring Irelands Biodiversity.” Trinity Student Scientific Review 1 (March):
130.

“Wolf Land - a History of Wolves in Ireland.” 2018. IrishCentral.Com. June 25, 2018.
https://www.irishcentral.com/news/community/history-wolf-wolves-ireland.

“Wolves and Human Safety - 8.003.” n.d. Extension. Accessed March 1, 2024.
https://extension.colostate.edu/topic-areas/people-predators/wolves-and-human-safety-8-003/.

“Wolves to Be Introduced into the Wicklow Mountains - WicklowNews.” 2017. April 1, 2017.
https://wicklownews.net/2017/04/wolves-to-be-introduced-into-the-wicklow-mountains/.

“Wolves Would All Be Shot If They Were Reintroduced in Ireland, Says Green Minister.” n.d. The Irish Times. Accessed
February 8, 2024.
https://www.irishtimes.com/politics/2024/01/04/ireland-isnt-yet-capable-of-coping-with-wolves-says-green-minister/.



https://www.greystonesguide.ie/hungry-like-the-wolf/
https://www.greystonesguide.ie/hungry-like-the-wolf/
https://web.archive.org/web/20140325161025/http://www.nuigalway.ie/geography/documents/wolf.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20140325161025/http://www.nuigalway.ie/geography/documents/wolf.pdf
https://www.irishexaminer.com/lifestyle/outdoors/arid-40902095.html
https://www.irishexaminer.com/lifestyle/outdoors/arid-40902095.html
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20210211-rewilding-can-ireland-regrow-its-wilderness
https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20210211-rewilding-can-ireland-regrow-its-wilderness
https://www.irishcentral.com/news/community/history-wolf-wolves-ireland
https://www.irishcentral.com/news/community/history-wolf-wolves-ireland
https://extension.colostate.edu/topic-areas/people-predators/wolves-and-human-safety-8-003/
https://extension.colostate.edu/topic-areas/people-predators/wolves-and-human-safety-8-003/
https://wicklownews.net/2017/04/wolves-to-be-introduced-into-the-wicklow-mountains/
https://wicklownews.net/2017/04/wolves-to-be-introduced-into-the-wicklow-mountains/
https://www.irishtimes.com/politics/2024/01/04/ireland-isnt-yet-capable-of-coping-with-wolves-says-green-minister/
https://www.irishtimes.com/politics/2024/01/04/ireland-isnt-yet-capable-of-coping-with-wolves-says-green-minister/

